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Viewpoints of Withesses
Information Card | card 1 of 10

Witness 1 (Farmer)

| do not care if the miners dig out all the gold they can find. But | do not want them
to send the whole side of a hill down upon my ranch and bury me and all that |
have. That is just what they have done and are doing. | want to be left alone. | do
not know much about law and | do not want to. | would like to see a law put in force
that says a man can use his property, but must not injure his neighbors.
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Viewpoints of Withesses
Information Card | card 3 of 10

Witness 3 (Merchant)

There is a large amount of soil removed by hydraulic mining. It empties into the
Sacramento River and clouds it for more than 400 miles. The mud is slowly filling up
the Bay of San Francisco. | think it is going to affect the fish and other living things in
the waterways.
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Viewpoints of Withesses
Information Card | card 5 of 10

Witness 5 (Merchant)

Marysville was a freshwater port that received boats from the East Coast. The
boats carried supplies to miners. They also took grain grown in the valley to New
York and even to Europe. Now the rivers are so filled up with debris that the
boats cannot reach Marysville. If it stays this way we will not be able to get our
goods and sell our grain.
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Viewpoints of Withesses
Information Card | card 7 of 10

Witness 7 (Townsperson)

If you visit Marysville, ride out 15 miles to see the hydraulic mining. Miners wash
huge amounts of soil into the sluices which rushes down the channels at railroad
speed. You may even see large rocks rolling along. The soil that is washed away
must go somewhere, and it is filling up the Yuba River. This river was once fast and
clear. Now it is muddy and slow. The bottom of the river has been raised almost

50 feet by the mining debris. The river once contained trout and other fish, but now |
imagine even a catfish would die in it.
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1 7 Viewpoints of Withesses
Information Card | card 9 of 10

Witness 9 (Miner)

The farmers forget that they settled on their farms after we were already here.

We have the water rights upstream. Our water rights allow us to dump debris and
whatever we want into the rivers. If the farmers are bothered by the debris, they will
have to find other ways to solve their problem because they cannot stop our mining.
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Vallejo’s Account of the Golden State
Information Card | card 1 of 8

Introduction

Good morning, Class. My name is General Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo. | was born
in 1808 in the town of Monterey, California. My family was Californio, which means
my ancestors came from Spain. | served in the Mexican Army when California was
still a part of Mexico. The Mexican government gave me a large piece of land on
which | set up a rancho, called Petaluma, in present-day Sonoma County. By 1837,
| was one of the richest men in Mexican California! Ten thousand cattle, thousands
of sheep, and 5,000 horses roamed over my lands. But all that changed in 1849,
when gold was discovered in California.

| understand you have some questions for me about my experience and the
changes | saw occurring in California at that time. Who would like to start?

Iy
CALIFORNIA EDUCATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT INITIATIVE | Unit 4.3.3. | Witnessing the Gold Rush I Information Cards Printed on post-consumer recycled paper ‘;

c‘ laded ps|akoal JWNSU09-}s0d U0 pajulld SpJeQ UONBULIOJU| | Ysny ploY 8y} Buissaulm | "€'€'y Wun | JAILVILINI LNIWNOHIANI JHL ONY NOILYINAT VINYO4ITYD

i9q p|nom jeyy Jo s}nsal
we)-buo| ayj 1eym mouy | pIp aj1IT ‘puel way) Jo Auew aneb | ‘paAlLIe sioyoadsoud

1SJ1} 84l UBYAN j1se) 0s buibueyds sem BuiyiAiang ¢s1yblu swes ay) aney am pinopa
épue| ay) 0} uaddey 0y Buiob sem 1eypA “elulojI|eD JO 84NN} 8y} INOQe POLIIOM SEM |

¢p1ob 1o} jooj o)
eluJojijen o3 buiwod pajiels isiiy djdoad uaym Muiy} nok pip JeypA | uonsand

9J0 Z pJed | pieD uoiewloju|
a)e}g uap|oo ay} Jo JunodIY s.ofsjep




Vallejo’s Account of the Golden State
Information Card | card 3 of 8

Question 2: What happened to you when the Mexican-American War began?

Well, the fighting began in 1846. Overall, | was in favor of California becoming

part of the United States. But then a group of men took me captive and held me at
Sutter’s Fort for two months because | used to be part of the Mexican Army. When
they let me go, | left Sacramento and went back home to Sonoma. | found a horrible
surprise! While | was a prisoner, the U.S. Army had taken a lot of my property. |

lost more than 1,000 cattle, 600 horses, and many other things from my house in
Sonoma and from my Petaluma rancho. My wheat crops were gone, too; the cattle
ate them. All was lost, and my only hope for making it better was to start working all
over again.
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Vallejo’s Account of the Golden State
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Question 4: Where did you want the state capital to be, and why?

This was a big issue during the first convention. After much debate, it was decided
that San Jose would be the capital. However, in 1850 | convinced the lawmakers
to move the capital to my hometown of Vallejo. | agreed to give 156 acres and
$370,000 for the construction of public buildings, including a university, governor’s
mansion, capitol building, orphanage, and a hospital. When lawmakers needed to
meet in 1852, however, many buildings were not completed yet in Vallejo, so the
capital was moved temporarily to Sacramento. It was moved back to Vallejo the
following year, but then moved to Benicia in 1853. Finally, in 1854, Sacramento
became the permanent state capital. | still wanted Vallejo to be the capital,
especially because | had invested so much of my own money in the buildings.
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Vallejo’s Account of the Golden State
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Question 6: How did the Gold Rush change farming in the state?

The quick population growth created a strong demand for food, especially meat.

At first, the Californio cattle ranchers, such as myself, made a lot of money. Before
the Gold Rush we were paid less than $4 a head (for each animal); by late 1849

we were making $500 a head! Prices averaged $50 to $150 a head during the 1850s.
By 1872, most of the cattle ranches had been broken up and sold, including mine.
Wheat became a more important crop, and fewer people raised cattle.
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